HY - OLINESS?

What Does it Mean to Be Holy?

The biblical definition of the word holy shows us that we have been set apart for God’s purpose; we have a likeness
of nature with God because we are different than the world. (1 Peter 2:9, 1 Thessalonians 4:7, 2 Timothy 2:21)

God is not of this world, and for us to be like Him, neither can we be “of this world” {Leviticus 19:2; 20:26, 1 Peter
1:15-16)

Simply put, being holy means that we set ourselves apart for God’s purpose by striving to live a sinless life and re-
fusing to conform to the spirit of the world. (Romans 12:1-2)

How are We Made Holy?
We cannot make ourselves Holy. (Isaiah 64:6, Psalm 49:7)

Through the infilling of the Holy Ghost, God makes us holy and gives us the opportunity to turn away from our old
life, and become a new person. (Ephesians 4:22--24, 2 Corinthians 5:17)

God initiates holiness in our life, but it is up to the believer to continue the process. (2 Corinthians 7:1, Hebrews
6:1)

How do We Maintain Holiness?

Sin is the enemy of holiness, and for us to protect the holiness that God gave us, we must first learn to avoid sin.
(Galatians 5:16--24, 2 Corinthians 6:17, 1 John 2:1, 1 John 3:6--10)

Avoiding sin is elementary to the life of the believer, but as we mature in Christ we should desire to move further
away from the world’s culture and closer to God'’s Spirit. (2 Peter 1:3--10; 3:18, 1 John 2:15--17)

Separating ourselves from the world is a divine commandment and necessary if we are to be considered a child of
God. (2 Corinthians 6:14--18).

We are not only to separate ourselves from the world, but we are to separate ourselves unto God. Thus, separation
requires that we incorporate biblical behaviors, such as modesty, purity and sexual morality, into our lives. (Ro-
mans 12:1, 1 Corinthians 6:19--20, 1 John 2:16)

Holiness also requires giving up behaviors that could possibly lead to sin. (1 Thessalonians 5:22, Hebrews 12:1)
Why Would | Want to Live Holy?

We are actively living God’s plan for our lives when we pursue a life of holiness (Ephesians 2:10, Matthew 5:16).
Our outward life of holiness is a reflection on the incredible grace that God has shown us (Titus 2:10--12).

Holiness sets us apart as God's people and serves as a witness to others of the beauty of salvation. (Psalm 96:9,
Philippians 2:15, 1 Corinthians 6:20)
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